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Introduction  
 

Thank you for choosing the Cyber-Rain XCI, the smart sprinkler controller that saves you time, money, and helps the environment. 

Package Contents 
 

A.  Cyber -Rain XCI Sprinkler Controller  

B.  Mounting Hardware  

C. Rain/Flow Sensor Harnesses (Pro Model only) 
D.  Valve Wiring Harness (2 harnesses for 16 zone model)  

E. USB Wireless Access Point Module  

F. USB Cable 
G. Power Supply 
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Installation  

Pre-Installation Checklist  
 

The following hardware and software is required for the Cyber-Rain XCI controller and software installation: 

V A PC running Windows XP (with Service Pack 2 or later), Windows Vista, or Windows 7. 
V An unused USB Port. If you do not have a free USB port, your local electronics store sells powered USB hubs that provide additional USB ports. 

V 100MB free disk space on your PC. 
V Broadband Internet access (DSL, cable modem, etc.). Please make sure your Internet connection is available at the time of initial installation. If you 

have a dialup connection, it should be active at the time of installation. 
 

Install  Controller  
 

Now is a good time to make a note of your Cyber-Rain XCI controller serial number (14-digit number located on the back of the controller): 

My Cyber-Rain XCI Serial Number: _____________________________________________ 

 

1. Mount the Controller   
 

aƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ Імл ǎŎǊŜǿǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘύ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ сέ ŀǇŀǊt (using the included template).  If the controller will be mounted 

to hollow drywall, it is recommended that drywall anchors (included) are used to secure the mounting screws in place.  Proper insertion of the 

drywall anchors requires carefully drilling a ƘƻƭŜ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ѻέ ŘǊƛƭƭ ōƛǘ όŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ 

into each hole.  For outdoor applications, mount the controller in a plastic weatherproof box (available from most Cyber-Rain authorized resellers or 

directly from the Cyber-Rain website)* .  In climates that experience exceptionally hot summers, the controller should be mounted in a shaded area 

as to avoid extreme operating temperatures. 

× Please note:  Cyber -Rain XCI is designed to be installed indoors (e.g., your garage, laundry room, other indoor access area).  If you wish to ins tall the unit 
outdoors, please order an outdoor box from Cyber -Rain or otherwise install the unit in a weatherproof box that  is not made of metal.   

 

http://www.cyber-rain.com/
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2. Connect the Controller 
 

The controller must be connected to your sprinkler valves. If you have an existing sprinkler controller, the sprinkler valves are connected to the 

controller with the wires typically inserted into numbered slots, which are called zones.  Often these wires are in multiple colors. Before 

disconnecting an existing controller, make note of which wire runs to each sprinkler valve and mark them accordingly.   

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȊƻƴŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ άŎƻƳƳƻƴέ ǿƛǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǿƛǊŜ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ white wire.  (If you are replacing an existing 

ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άŎƻƳƳƻƴέ ƻǊ άƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέύ  aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǿƛǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ѹέ ƻŦ ǿƛǊŜ ŜȄǇƻsed on the end which 

will be connected to the Cyber-Rain controller. 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƳƳƻƴέ ǿƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǿƛǊƛƴƎ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ όƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜǿ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ 

facing up). Wires are connected by inserting the wire into the corresponding socket from the bottom of the harness 

ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ мκуέ ǎƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǎŎǊŜǿŘǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ όCƛƎǳǊŜ мύΦ  

Next, connect the sprinkler valve wires and tighten for each zone starting from left to right starting with zone 1 and 

going through zone 8.  Make sure to note a description of each zone and the slot that you are connecting it to on the 

chart below.  If your sprinkler system has fewer than 8 zones, start with zone 1 and continue until finished.  All 8 zones 

do not need to be activated.  If you have more zones than outputs available on your controller (either 8,  16 or 24  

depending on your controller model), you will need an additional controller (see ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά!ŘŘƛƴƎ !ŘŘƛǘƛonal 

/ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊǎέ)Φ  LƴǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǿƛǊƛƴƎ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά/ м 

н о п р с т у aέ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƭƻǘǎ όCƛƎǳǊŜ нύΦ 

 

Figure 2 : Plugging in Wire Harness  

Figure 1 : Wire Harness  
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If you have a 16 or 24 zone XCI controller, it will include additional wire harness(es).  These wire harnesses have 9 ports instead of 10.  If you have 

additional common lines, connect the commons to the leftmost slots of the additional harnesses.  Continue inserting valve wires from left to right 

starting with zone 9.  Then insert the valve wire harness into the unused connector closest to the 10 pin connector. 

Harness 1 (8, 16, and 24 Zone Controllers) 
 

Harness 2 (16, 24 Zone Controllers) 

# Color 
 

Description 
 

# Color 
 

Description 

1   
 

  
 

13   
 

  

2   
 

  
 

14   
 

  

3   
 

  
 

15   
 

  

4   
 

  
 

16   
 

  

5   
 

  
 

Harness 3 (24 Zone Controllers Only) 

6   
 

  
 

17   
 

  

7   
 

  
 

18   
 

  

8   
 

  
 

19   
 

  

Harness 2 (16, 24 Zone Controllers) 
 

20   
 

  

9   
 

  
 

21   
 

  

10   
 

  
 

22   
 

  

11   
 

  
 

23   
 

  

12   
 

  
 

24   
 

  

 

If your irrigation system uses a master valve or pump (usually to draw water from a source such as a well or to provide additional water pressure) 

you will also need to use the master valve lead maǊƪŜŘ άaέΦ ¢ƘŜ /ȅōŜǊ-Rain controller will provide power to the pump / master valve when a zone is 

running, and for three seconds after the zone ends.  If you do not have a master valve or pump installed, you will not need this feature. 

Once you have finished wiring the controller, connect the white end of the AC adapter plug to the bottom of the controller making sure that it is 

tight and secure. Note: the AC adapter plug can only be inserted one way (Figure 3) and will snap securely into place when installed correctly. Then, 

connect the wall transformer to a 120VAC wall outlet. 
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Figure 3 : Plug in Power Adapter  

Manual Operation from the Controller Unit  
  

Your Cyber-Rain XCI controller can manually run individual zones directly from the controller unit.  After all zone wires have been installed, you may 

want to use this feature to check that all zones are working properly.  To manually run a zone, press the left or right 

controller arrow keys (Figure 4) until the desired zone is displayed. Pressing the select button will activate that zone. Press 

the up or down keys to increase or decrease the amount of time your Cyber-Rain zone will stay active. Each press of the 

up/down key will increase/decrease run times by 30 seconds or, if desired, you can adjust the run time increment from 

ǘƘŜ ά{ȅǎǘŜƳ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎέ ǘŀō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ȅōŜǊ-Rain software. Press the select button again to turn off watering.  

 

  
Figure 4 : Arrow  Keys  
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Install Software  
 

Insert the Cyber-Rain Installation CD into the CD drive of the computer, or download the newest version of the software from the Cyber-wŀƛƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ 

Support page at: 

http://www.cyber-rain.com/Support/Downloads.aspx 

Double click on the Cyber-Rain Installation program (Cyber-RainXCI16.exe) if you are using Windows XP or Windows 7.  Vista users should instead right 

click on Cyber-RainXCI16.exe and select Run as Administrator to avoid security permissions issues.  The following pictures illustrate the installation 

procedure: 

  
A Windows Security Warning screen may open. If so, clicƪ άwǳƴΦέ 

  
The Installation Wizard screen opens. Wait for the initialization process to complete 

before continuing. 
 

http://www.cyber-rain.com/Support/Downloads.aspx
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¢ƘŜ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ!ǿŀǊŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ȅōŜǊ-wŀƛƴέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘΦέ 

 
Please review and accept the Cyber-Rain End User {ƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άL 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘΦέ 
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¢ƘŜ ά5Ŝǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ CƻƭŘŜǊέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƎǊŀƳ CƛƭŜǎέ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘ ҔΦέ   

 
¢ƘŜ ά{ŜƭŜŎǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ CƻƭŘŜǊέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ά/ȅōŜǊ-
wŀƛƴΦέ  wŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

users on your PC and would like each of them to have access to the Cyber-Rain program when 
ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ƛƴΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά!ƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦέ  LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǳǎŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎΣ 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άhƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘέΦ   
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¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ!ǿŀǊŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ /ȅōŜǊ-wŀƛƴέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘ ҔΦέ  The 
άLƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ /ȅōŜǊ-wŀƛƴέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻǇŜƴǎ next.  5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

process could take several minutes to complete.  
 

 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ!ǿŀǊŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
Cyber-wŀƛƴέ ǎŎǊŜŜn opens.  Check the option άwǳƴ /ȅōŜǊ-wŀƛƴ ƴƻǿέ to open the Cyber-Rain 

program.  You will be prompted to connect your wireless access point. Select άCƛƴƛǎƘέ. 

 

5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ be asked to install Microsoft .NET Framework after completing the Cyber-Rain 

software installation. 
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.NET Framework Installation  
 

If you are running Windows XP and do not yet have Microsoft .NET Framework 3.5 installed, you may see the following additional screens: 

 
 

¢ƘŜ άApplication Requirementsέ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻǇŜƴǎΦ A list of missing requirements will be 
listed.  /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘέ to install the missing requirements. 

 
 

 
 

¢ƘŜ άInstalling Cyber-Rain Requirementsέ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƻǇŜƴǎΦ  This step may take several 
minutes to complete.  Once completed, the setup will resume installing the Cyber-Rain 

software. 
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Automatic Software Updates  
 

After Cyber-Rain has been installed, on your next reboot you will be prompted to select options for automatically updating your Cyber-Rain software. 

You can choose both how often your computer will check for updates and what notifications you will receive before updates are installed.  The Cyber-

Rain software will not check for updates until the date and time specified during this setup procedure. 

 
 

Press Next to begin configuring automatic updates. 

 
 

Select what date and time you would like the automatic updates to occur. 
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When you reach the Logon Credentials page, enter the administrator login information so that 
Cyber-Rain can update your software automatically, otherwise the computer will request the 

administrator password every time Cyber-Rain has a software update. 
 

 
 

Press Finish to complete the automatic updates setup process. 

¢ƻ ǊŜǊǳƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ {ŜǘǳǇ ŀǘ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άwǳƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘ aŜƴǳ όhǊ ǘȅǇŜ άwǳƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ press Enter) and click 

ά.ǊƻǿǎŜΧέ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ the Cyber-wŀƛƴ·/LмсΦŜȄŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭŜΦ  !ŘŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ άκǳǇŘŀǘŜǎŜǘǳǇέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜƴŀƳŜ όǎŜŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿύ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΦ 

 






















































































































